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MSU Extension serving Glacier County producers and residents

The 2015 production year brought drought, extreme heat,
crop diseases, and lower commodity prices to Glacier Coun-
ty. Itis in these challenges though, that MSU Extension pro-
vides the locally needed resources to address the production
challenges.

It was MSU Extension that locally provided crop disease
diagnosis through utilization of the Schutter Diagnostic Lab
to help farmers make timely crop disease decisions, saving
them thousands of dollars.

It was MSU Extension that monitored five Orange
Wheat Blossom midge traps and coordinated real-time data
production to the Montana Pestweb site so that local produc-
ers would know the potential concern for their wheat fields.
When a producer was concerned he needed to spray, it was
MSU Extension who was there to provide in-field scouting to
help determine the field was not to a threshold level that
would warrant a pesticide application, thus saving the pro-
ducer many dollars.
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The challenges for young producers to return to
agriculture are paramount, and yet the lack of young
producers returning to rural Montana and production
agriculture continue to be a growing concern, along with
providing education to these beginning producers. The Next
Generation Conference focused on both of these concerns,
with one day of succession planning for the farm or ranch,
and one day of production workshops. Nearly 225 producers
from across Montana attended the two-day event that was co
-hosted with Farm Service Agency, Marias River Livestock
Association, and Farm Bureau. There were 36 workshops
provided on the second day that covered crops and livestock
production, financial management, estate planning, leasing
options, and more. There were workshops designed for both
beginning and experienced producers. Following the
workshops, the day concluded with a crops and livestock
producer panel where local producers shared their
production insight.

The average attendee traveled nearly 60 miles to the
event, an indication of the quality of the conference.
$12,500 was secured in conference sponsorships to keep the
cost low, and on-site child care allowed young families to
participate in the conference as well.
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When a producer was concerned he had glyphosate
resistant kochia, it was MSU Extension that tested the
sample, confirmed the resistance, and then connected with
producers and local consultants regarding the issue to
encourage methods to prevent resistance.

When producers needed a nitrate test completed before
they could swath their field that afternoon, when they needed
a least-cost feed ration built, or when they needed interpreta-
tion on a water analysis to determine that the water wasn’t
safe for livestock, it was MSU Extension in Glacier County
that producers turned to.

Daily, MSU Extension in Glacier County is carrying out
the MSU Extension mission that, “MSU Extension
improves the lives of Montana citizens by providing unbi-
ased research-based education and information that inte-
grates learning, discovery and engagement to strengthen the
social, economic and environmental well-being of individu-
als, families, and communities.”
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4-H - Making the Best Better in Glacier County
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Curry Comb 4-H Club gives Marias Fair

Sheep & Goat Barn a Facelift
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Ten Glacier county 4-
Hers enjoyed spending
‘5 three days in the Bear
Paw Mountalns at the
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MSU Extension Serving Agriculture

MSU Extension in Glacier

Pounds of Montana certified seed

750

potatoes sold, of 11 different varieties

Number of farms who received

40

in-office individual assistance with the
Farm Bill decision tool

Producers received instruction from
Glacier County Extension on
navigating Farm Bill Decision tool

Number of knapweed biocontrols
released in Glacier County and
surrounding area through Extension

Producers learned about forage
sampling and ration balancing for
livestock with over 10 rations
formulated to meet livestock nutrient
requirements

County By the Numbers

Dollars saved by producers through
participating in Glacier County
Extension’s bulk biocontrols order

Forage nitrate tests completed to aid
decision making to reduce nitrate
poisoning risk to livestock

Local homeowners who learned
composting, tree management, potato
and herb growing, and tomato planting
techniques

8th grade students who learned about
soil ecology and identifying soil types
through Ag Days

Agricultural producers attended
Glacier County Extension sponsored
and co-sponsored programs on
cropping, forage, and cattle production
and range and weed management

The Seville Cowpokes 4-H Club released 200
spotted knapweed biocontrol agents, and will
monitor the project’s success in years to come.
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Slow Cookers utilized to teach food safety and time savings in the kitchen
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In addition to the education on_safe slow cooker
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Contact Us

Kari Lewis

Agricul ture ExH ebDesv olno Agemtt ; 4

E-mai | : kari .l ewi s@montana. edu

Holley DeWitt

Admi ni strative Assistant
MONTANA E-mai | : gl acier @mont ana. edu
STATE UNIVERSITY Jodi Duncan

SNAEd Nutrition Assistant

EXTENSION : :
Glacier County Extension
. 1210 East Main, Cut Bank, MT 59427
Glacier County Phone40-®)7-32309

www.msuextension.org

Mont ana State University Extension is an
ADA/ EO/ AA Veteranod6s Preference Employer
and provider of educational outreach.



